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Meetings  Third Thursday of month, Ground floor, Wadham House, 52 Wadham Parade, Mt Waverley (Melways Map 61 E12) Commencing 8pm

APS Waverley Group Events Other Events

FEBRUARY   Thursday 18  th     commencing 6:00pm  
Commencement BBQ and twilight stroll
Venue: Valley Reserve
Barbeque area entry from Wills Ave
Bring your own food and drink
Wear shoes suitable for a short stroll through the park on bush 
tracks.

MARCH   Saturday 20  th     2:30pm  
Garden Visit to Mirini Lang and Marlee Petrie
Meet at Mirini Lang’s garden at 2.30pm
25 Kennedy St, Glen Waverley
Following inspection of Mirini’s garden we will drive to 
Marlee Petrie’s garden at
Unit 150 “Cumberland View”
101 Whalley Drive, Wheelers Hill
Park in Rata St.

APRIL  Thursday 22  nd     commencing 8:00pm  
Mike Beamish – “Northern Australia”
Meeting via ZOOM.

MAY   Saturday 22  nd     2:00pm  
Garden Visit to George Pentland Botanic Gardens
Meet at gardens, Cnr Williams and Foot Sts, Frankston

Situated alongside the Frankston General Hospital are the 
George Pentland Botanic Gardens.  These Gardens were 
named after George Pentland, who was Town  Clerk and gave 
services to Frankston Council for thirty-six years; the naming 
of the Gardens in his honour was seen as fitting recognition of 
his time in Council.    
Until 1975, the site was a golf course, then the Gardens came 
into being.  They are comprised of a wide range of native plant
species spread over a couple of acres of gently undulating 
land.  The focus is on  plants from south-eastern Australia and 
plant communities from the Mornington Peninsula.  Some of 
the trees are natural to the area, remnants from much earlier 
times.
I visited these Gardens recently and was impressed with the 
layout;  it is not enclosed bushland, rather a thoughtfully open 
planned garden and all trees are labelled.  It will make an 
interesting change for our Group to visit in May.  V. Barnett

MARCH     24  th   - 28  th   2021   
25th Melbourne International Flower & Garden Show 
Royal Exhibition Building and Carlton Gardens, 
Melbourne.

APRIL   17  th   2021  
APS Geelong Australian Native Plant Sale, 
‘Wirrawilla’, Lovely Banks.

APRIL   25  th   2021  10 am – 4 pm  
APS Yarra Yarra Autumn Plant Sale, 
Eltham Senior Citizens Hall, Eltham.

MAY   1  st   2021  10 am - 3.30 pm  
APS Mornington Peninsula Plant Sale, 
Seawinds Gardens, 
Arthurs Seat Park, 
Purves Road, Arthurs Seat.

JUNE   26  th   & 27  th   2021 10 am – 4 pm  
APS Ballarat Winter Flower Show. 
Flower show, plant sales etc. 
Robert Clark Centre, 
Ballarat Botanic Gardens, 
Gilles Street, Ballarat.

ALL EVENTS HELD ONLY IF PERMITTED
BY HEALTH REGULATIONS.

PLEASE CONFIRM WITH EVENT
ORGANISER THAT EVENT DETAILS

HAVE NOT CHANGED. 

Monthly meetings in Wadham House
cancelled until permitted by government

regulations

STORIES & PHOTOS OF NATIVE PLANTS ARE
URGENTLY NEEDED; CAN YOU HELP?

Please email them to   graham.oliver.au@gmail.com

Arthropodium
strictum

https://sites.google.com/view/apswaverley
mailto:graham.oliver.au@gmail.com


  JOSEPH HENRY MAIDEN – Economic botanist, publicist and plant collector
Joseph Henry Maiden was born on 25 April 1859 at St John's Wood, London.  At school he
excelled in scientific subjects.  Ill health and the prospect of a more suitable climate led him to
migrate to Sydney in 1880 where, on arrival, he was offered the post of curator of the newly
established Technological Museum.

Interested in Australian flora, Maiden encouraged research into the properties of Australian
timbers and essential oils, establishing himself as an expert in economic botany.  In 1889 he
published The Useful Native Plants of Australia.  

An example of his approach to economic botany are his publications and publicity about 
Eucalyptus pilularis...

• In his publications Maiden listed the properties and uses of this hardwood... house
building, ship building, bridge planking, wood paving blocks and as sides and head-
blocks in railway wagons.  

• In the Technological Museum he displayed extensive large samples in addition to the
technical information ,making it easier for engineers, architects and builders to
choose a local timber suited to their needs. 

Early in 1894 Maiden became superintendent of technical education, and in 1896 
director of the Botanic Gardens and Government Botanist.  His major achievement 
in these positions was the creation of the National Herbarium of New South Wales.  
As a botanist he collected widely in Western Australia, South Australia, New South 
Wales, Victoria and on Lord Howe, Norfolk and Pitcairn Islands. 

While in Europe in 1900 he visited botanical gardens, attended conferences, and 
returned with a collection of portraits of famous botanists to adorn the herbarium 
plus many botanical specimens collected by Banks in 1770 and hitherto stored in the 
British Museum.

Maiden continued his massive output of botanical research and publication.  His 
major works were A Critical Revision of the Genus Eucalyptus, appearing in over 
seventy parts from 1903, in which he recognised 366 species, and his Forest Flora 
of New South Wales, in seventy-seven parts from 1904. 

Maiden remodelled the middle section of the Botanic Gardens in 1896 to include more Australian plants.  He also arranged 
pharmacopoeia gardens for medicinal plants, in cooperation with the Pharmaceutical Society of New South Wales. 

Ahead of his time, Maiden was active in the movement to retain large areas of native forests, published important work on the 
use of plants to stabilise sand drift and on the essential role of trees in flood mitigation.   He ardently advocated more parks 
and trees to soften urban landscapes, dispatching thousands of seeds and cuttings from the gardens to local councils and 
schools.  In 1909 he helped found Wattle Day “with the view of stimulating Australian national sentiment”.

A long-term council-member and leading light of many learned societies in Sydney, Maiden was president of the Linnean 
Society in 1901-02, the Royal Society in 1906 and 1911, the Royal Australian Historical Society in 1905 and 1907, the 
Horticultural Society in 1904-17, the Horticultural Association, the Town Planning Association of New South Wales, and the 
Field Naturalists' Society.  He was also secretary of the Geographical Society of Australasia in 1884-85 and the Australasian 
Association for the Advancement of Science in 1907-21, a foundation member of the Australian National Research Council in 
1919, and bodies promoting wattle cultivation for the tanning industry, and for the control of prickly pear. 

He died on 16 November 1925 shortly after his retirement.  

Eucalyptus maidenii is named in his honour.

  END OF 2020 BREAKUP – Wattle Park
December 3rd was a glorious early summer evening and Wattle 
Park an excellent bushland back-drop.  This combination was just 
the right setting for our 2020 breakup barbeque.

We all had a most enjoyable evening.

Timber Court
Technological Museum



  PLANT STORIES – Underground orchids
Have you heard of a small, pale tuber that spends its whole
life underground, blooms underground and smells like
vanilla?  

This is the underground orchid, Rhizanthella, and it’s
perhaps the strangest Australian orchid of them all.   All 
Rhizanthella are leafless and live underground in symbiosis
with mycorrhizal fungi.   The inflorescence is a head of
flowers held at, or just above the ground but mostly covered
by soil or leaf litter.   Little is known about the mechanism of
pollination. 

To find out more >> Click here

  CURRENTLY IN FLOWER – in member’s gardens & out and about

Virginia Barnett’s Garden
Eleocarpus reticulatis - Blueberry Ash

Now that summer is here, my Eleocarpus reticulatis is just past full bloom.   Most 
texts describe the flowers as white/pale pink, but mine is decidedly pink.  I have 
two plants: the one in morning sun is twice the size of its sibling, which is in a 
more sheltered position in the shade of a large correa.

After planting five years ago, the larger plant is one and a half metres tall and 
spreading nicely.  It has thick, dark green serrated  leaves, clustered, and the 
daintiest fringed pink flowers in open sprays – it even looks lovely in a vase 
indoors. Blue berries, or hard drupes, appear in winter.

This plant is a remnant of the “brush” flora which once extended over the whole of 
eastern Australia, and is still found in many selected spots right down the east coast
today.

Jenny Kelso’s Garden

Baeckea virgata 
Shrub to 3m high and 3m spread.

Likes full sun or part shade.

Graptophyllum excelsum
Scarlet fuchsia

Shrub or small tree 1.5m to 8m high.
Best flowering is achieved in full sun

or light scattered shade.

Grevillea ‘Superb’
1.5 x 1.5m

Flowers year round.
Likes full sun or part shade.

Rhizanthella speciosa
Barrington Tops NSW

Rhizanthella gardneri
South western WA

https://theconversation.com/like-finding-life-on-mars-why-the-underground-orchid-is-australias-strangest-most-mysterious-flower-144727


Ammobium alatum 
Shrub 1m high x 1m spread.

A perennial herb.  Likes full sun or 
light shade.

Eremophila mackinlayi
Desert Pride

1m high

Myoporum parvifolium
Creeping boobialla

Groundcover growing to 3m width

Diana Droog’s Garden

Hibbertia Procumbens
Golden Sunburst

Prostrate, spreading shrub – 1m; 
height of 15-20cm. 

Banksia Alyogyne huegelii
Native Hibiscus

1.5 x 1.5m
Flowers sring, summer, autumn.

Geoff Schroder’s Garden
Brachyscome multifida, Cut-Leafed Daisy, is a perennial herb found in the grassy
understories of woodlands and open forests of South-Eastern Australia.  
The flowers, which occur throughout the year, range in colour from mauve and
purple to pinks, whites and lemon.  Geoff’s plant produces albino flowers and
candy stripes. 
Forms dense mats of foliage making it an excellent groundcover.  It is effective as
mass plantings, draping over retaining walls, in pots, hanging baskets and as a
border.
Grows best in full sun but can tolerate part shade. 
Propagation can be from both cuttings and seed. 



Anna Kane’s Garden

Hoya carnosa
Wax Plant

Vine
Growing in dappled shade.  
Thrives on neglect.

Persoonia pinifolia
Geebung

Large shrub to about 3m x 3m
Growing in a sheltered position. 
Planted about ten years ago.

Ceratopetalum gummiferum
NSW Christmas Bush
Large shrub to about 5m

Growing in a west facing aspect and 
has been in glorious bloom this year.

Margaret Duncan – Seen at Blairgowrie

Melaleuca lanceolata
Moonah

Tree to about 5 - 7m

Corymbia ficifolia
Red Flowering Gum

Tree to about 10m Acacia retinodes  var. uncifolia
Wirilda

Tree to about 5 – 7m

Eucalyptus macrandra
Long-flowered Marlock

Tree to about 5 – 7m
Has a stunning flower display and is 
virtually maintenance free.

Melaleuca nesophilla
Showy Honey Myrtle

Tree to about 5m Unknown Melaleuca
Margaret loves this shrub. It's in a 
garden in her street, has a weeping 
habit and an interesting leaf.



  Plant Flowering in February   Backhousia citriodora –  Lemon Myrtle
Despite originating in the warm rainforests of eastern Queensland and north-
eastern New South Wales, Backhousia citriodora grows well in our cooler 
Melbourne gardens.  In its natural habitat it can reach 20 metres but in 
cultivation rarely exceeds 5 metres, making it an ideal large shrub / small tree 
for suburban gardens.

Attractive white flowers occur in clusters at the ends of the branches in summer 
through to autumn.  
The leaves have a strong citrus aroma when crushed, and can be used as a herb 
in cooking in a similar way to Bay Leaves.

A hardy plant, it tolerates all but the poorest drained soils provided they are 
slightly acidic (pH 5.5-6.5).  Can be slow growing (about 4-5 years before 
flowering) but responds well to slow release fertilisers. 

It will tolerate full-sun to part shade, and requires protecting from the frost when young. 

B. citriodora has great potential for use in domestic gardens for its aesthetic value and fragrance.  It is 
easily maintained and in addition can be used as a container plant for indoors.
Propagated is from cuttings, which may be slow to strike. Its seed is difficult to germinate.  
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